ELECTRA AND ORESTES

After Agamemnon had been killed by his wife,
Clytemnestra, and her paramour, Aegisthos, his soa,
Orestes, is sent away, lest he in turn avenge his
father's death by killing his mother and her lover*
His sister, Electra, is allowed to remain at the
palace where she broods upon her sorrows and waits
year after year for her brother's return. When he
does finally come, bringing with him his friend>
Pylades, he does not give his own name, for he
wishes to conceal his identity until he has accom-
plished his purpose. Further to throw his enemies
oS the track he brings a funeral urn which he de-
clares contains the ashes of Orestes, but the sight
of Electra's grief is more than he can bear and he
lets her know that he is indeed her brother. The
scene opens with the appearance of Orestes and
Pylades who inquire of the chorus the way to the
home of Aegisthos.

The scene is before the palace of Agamemmn*

[Enter ORESTES and PYLADES, fallowed by tim
or three Attendants bearing a funeral

ORESTES
And did we then, ye women, hear aright?
And do we rightly journey where we wish?
CHORUS
What dost thou search? And wherefore art tbou
come?